
Mapping the Meal Gap 2016 
Map the Meal Gap 2016 is the latest report on county and congressional district level food insecurity 
and county food costs in the United States. Food insecurity is the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
measure of lack of access, at times, to enough food for an active, healthy life for all household 
members. This study showed that: 

These dollar amounts represent the weekly 
food-budget shortfalls food insecure people 
report needing in order to be food secure 
(weighted by the cost of food in each area).

Children and the Meal Gap

the meal gap by county

In Arizona, the number of food insecure individuals 
is estimated to be 1,150,650. 

17.1%
OF ADULTS

For children in Arizona, the picture is worse. More 
than 1 in 4 are food insecure.

27%
OF CHILDREN

With a weekly budget shortfall of $16.15 for each 
one of these people, the total monetary gap to solve 
food insecurity for everyone in Arizona is more 
than $563 million.

203
MILLION 

MEALS

MISSING

�at means an estimated 434,840 children are at risk of being 
hungry in Arizona. And at 42%, children in Apache County have 
the  highest risk in the nation.

APACHE 
$3,364,900

GREENLEE 
$220,700

GRAHAM 
$1,041,600

COCHISE 
$3,712,700

LA PAZ 
$577,300

SANTA CRUZ
$1,020,400

YUMA 
$7,121,700

PIMA 
$27,037,400

PINAL 
$10,533,700

NAVAJO
$4,321,800

COCONINO
$4,773,700

YAVAPAI
$6,429,700

MARICOPA
$109,902,800

MOHAVE
$6,876,300

GILA
$1,731,900

More than 139,000 live in households that do not qualify for 
federal nutrition assistance, based on household income.

Visit our site at WWW.AZFOODBANKS.ORG 
for an interactive map of this study.

Map the Meal Gap 2016 uses data from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and food price data and 
analysis provided by Nielsen (NYSE: NLSN), a global provider of information 
and insights. The study was supported by founding sponsor The Howard G. 
Buffett Foundation, ConAgra Foods Foundation and Nielsen.

child food insecurity by county

APACHE 
41.5%

GREENLEE 
24.0%

GRAHAM 
27.6%

COCHISE 
26.5%

LA PAZ 
28.8%

SANTA CRUZ
27.8%

YUMA 
35.5

PIMA 
24.8%

PINAL 
25.9%

NAVAJO
37.0%

COCONINO
29.5%

YAVAPAI
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24.7%
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31.9%
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32.2%
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